AMERICAN MASSAGE THERAPY ASSOCIATION

AMTA-VT Chapter

BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA

Date: November 7, 2009 

Location:  Airport Holiday Inn, South Burlington, VT

1. Call to Order

In the absence of President Jennifer Smith, 1st Vice-President Chris Widlund welcomed the members at 12:25.  She asked us to keep Jennifer in our thoughts as she deals with health issues.  

2. Roll Call & Introductions

Board members introduced themselves and the position(s) they held on the AMTA-VT BOD. 21 were in attendance, 15 of those were active, professional AMTA-VT members.  A quorum of 8 members was established.  Felicia Fox was appointed as Sergeant at Arms for this meeting.
3. Call for New Business

a. Amy Holibaugh asked that we amend the agenda by adding (11c) Special Election of 2nd VP.

b. Amy Holibaugh also asked that we add (13) Announcement of Available Committee Chairs and change (14) Final Comments

4. Approval of the Agenda

Rich Royer made a motion to accept the AMTA-VT Chapter Business Meeting Agenda as amended. Diane Hetherington seconded.  All in favor, none opposed, none abstain and the motion passed.

5. Approval of the 2008 Business Meeting Minutes

Rich Royer made a motion to accept the November 2008 Annual Meeting minutes, Darlene DeHart seconded, all were in favor, none opposed, the motion passed. 

6. Presidents Report 

Chris Widlund read Jennifer Smith’s letter to the membership, thanking the membership for allowing her to serve as our President, explaining her medical situation and explaining her absence today.  Chris presented a gift from the Chapter to Jennifer for her service as the President.  Kathleen Fleury accepted the gift in Jennifer’s absence.

7. Treasurers Report

George Glass reviewed the 2010-2011 AMTA-VT budget. He answered questions about the new credit card processing service that’s been implemented. He told the history of the Perry Plouffe Scholarship.  George also explained the Massage Therapy Foundation to which we donate $1 per member per year.  
8. Approval of the budget

Darlene DeHart made a motion we accept the proposed AMTA-VT budget for fiscal year 2010-2011, Connie Fletcher seconded, all were in favor, none opposed and the budget was passed.

9. Committee Reports

a. Membership
Karen Rarick reported that there are currently 178 members.  She reminded the members of the “Refer-a-Friend” program offer from national.  Karen told the members that the board had voted to waive chapter fees for the current fiscal year and George Glass added that AMTA National offers payment plans to members in need of help with their dues.

b. Education
Kathleen Fleury announced the November 2010 AMTA-VT Educational Workshop will be James Waslawski’s Upper Body seminar to be held in Rutland, VT.  She announced her retirement as Education Chair and invited anyone interested to speak to her about the position.

c. Communications
i. Website

Amy Holibaugh provided visuals describing the new changes and updates around our website.  She asked for members to contact her directly with specific requests of information to be added to the chapter website.
ii. Newsletter

Amy reminded members that the AMTA-VT newsletter, “Keeping in Touch”, is distributed via email to those who have provided AMTA National with email for contact.  She has been following up with all members whose email bounced or were returned.  She asked members to contact her directly if they were not receiving the newsletter.  Any chapter members who have not provided AMTA National with an email address will continue to receive printed versions of the newsletter.  Newsletters are archived on the chapter website for reference.  Classified advertisement is available through the newsletter.

iii. E-Communications

Amy talked about & showed examples of the e-communications (email) the Chapter is using to disseminate information to members between our quarterly newsletter.  Two examples of future chapter emails include a survey about types of massage techniques members would like to see offered by AMTA-VT and a survey requesting a choice between two new logos for AMTA-VT. 

d. Government Relations
i. National Update

Chris Widlund updated the membership on the following 2009 legislation and statements pertaining to Massage Therapy:

1. Michigan House Bill 5651 established Michigan as the 42nd state to adopt a state license for Massage Therapy.

2. Montana House Bill 662 established Montana as the 43rd state to adopt a state license for Massage Therapy.

3. Minnesota Senate Bill 1233 was introduced to establish licensure for massage therapy.

4. AMTA announced its support of MBLEx as a Massage Licensing Exam for states.

5. Colorado House Bill 1047 established a pilot program to provide chiropractic care, massage therapy, and acupuncture to an eligible person with a spinal cord injury.

6. District of Columbia Law 18-0017 amended the definition of the practice of massage therapy to eliminate the practice of non-therapeutic massage without a license.

7. Illinois Senate Bill 318 allows chiropractors and other doctors to hire assistants not licensed as massage therapists to perform massage.

ii. Vermont State Legislation Subcommittee

Chris announced the Subcommittee in conjunction with Vermont Initiative for Massage Standards plan to submit the Sunrise Application for licensing Massage Therapy.  She also notified the members of exemption language that is expected to be included in the legislation to distinguish Asian bodywork practitioners and movement re-education from Massage Therapy.
e. House of Delegates
Kathleen Fleury reported that the HOD report had not been distributed yet by AMTA National.  Kathleen also reported the follow up on 2008 HOD Recommendation for a new requirement to be added to the professional active membership category to include state license.  AMTA –VT President in support of the AMTA-VT BOD sent a letter to AMTA National stating our position against this HOD Recommendation.  Kathleen read the response and explanation from William Greenberg, AMTA Vice-President, stating that the professional, active membership category will be governed by state requirements as far as licensure is concerned. 

f. New England Regional Conference
Chris Widlund presented information on the 2011 NERC hosted by AMTA-ME in lieu of Terye Wohnus, the NERC Delegate for our chapter.  Chris announced that we are looking for a second NERC Delegate to represent our chapter.

g. Strategic Plan

Chris Widlund reported that the AMTA-VT BOD is reviewing the Strategic Plan for AMTA-VT annually.  The Plan will be published on the chapter website for the members to access.
h. Public Relations
No report due to lack of Committee Chair.
i. Sports Massage

No report due to lack of Committee Chair.
10. New Business

a. Awards

i. Outstanding Board Member

Amy Holibaugh

ii. Certificate of Appreciation

Terye Wohnus

iii. Distinguished Service
Chris Widlund
iv. Outstanding Newsletter
Amy Holibaugh
v. Retiring Board Member
KathleenFleury
vi. President’s Award
Karen Rarick

b. Perry Plouffe Scholarship
Janet Kahn

c. Drawing for World Massage Conference Registration
Barbara Clark

d. Chapter Calendar
Chris Widlund announced that the chapter calendar will be emailed directly to members.  It is also posted on the chapter website and updated regularly.
11. Nominations and Elections

a. Chapter Board

i. 1st Vice President (2-year term)
Amy Holibaugh was nominated by Darlene DeHart and Diane Hetherington seconded.  Amy accepted the nomination.  All were in favor, none opposed, and none abstain.

ii. 3rd Vice President (2-year term)
Andrea Altman was nominated by Amy Holibaugh and Molly Segelin seconded. The following statement from Andrea was accepted in her absence:

To whom it may concern:

My intent is to run for the position of 3rd Vice President of the AMTA VT Chapter, if I get nominated.  I would be happy to accept the nomination of 3rd Vice President, and I would be willing and honored to serve if chosen. 

Sincerely,

Andrea Altman
All were in favor, none opposed, and none abstained.

iii. Secretary
Karen Rarick was nominated by George Glass and Darlene DeHart seconded.  Karen accepted the nomination.  All were in favor, none opposed, and none abstain.
b. 2010 Delegates
Michelle Robbins was nominated by Amy Holibaugh, seconded by Chris Widlund. The following statement from Michelle was accepted in her absence:

I gladly and willingly accept the nomination for the position of HOD Delegate. I am thankful to have been considered for this position, and am grateful for a chance to work in an organization that has for so many years done so much for our profession. 

Chris Widlund was nominated by George Glass and seconded by Amy Holibaugh.  A hand vote was taken with Chris receiving 13 votes, Michelle receiving 1.  Chris Widlund is the Vermont Delegate and Michelle Robbins is the Vermont Alternate Delegate for the 2010 AMTA House of Delegates.
c. Special Election of 2nd Vice-President

Michelle Robbins was nominated by Amy Holibaugh, George Glass seconded. The following statement from Michelle was accepted in her absence:

I gladly and willingly accept the nomination for the position of 2nd Vice President. I am thankful to have been considered for this position, and am grateful for a chance to work in an organization that has for so many years done so much for our profession. 

 All were in favor, none opposed.
12. Officers Installation – Oath of Office
All new Chapter Officers were sworn into their respective office by Chris Widlund.
13. Announcement of Available Committee Chairs
Amy Holibaugh announced the following available committee chairs and chapter volunteer positions:

Education Committee Chair

Public Relations Committee Chair

Sports Massage Team

NERC Delegate
14. Final comments
A motion to adjourn was made by George Glass, and seconded by Connie Fletcher. The meeting adjourned at 2:10pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Karen S. Rarick, Secretary
